record of their sufferings and misfortunes; of their blighted hopes; of their withered and wasted affections. The desire of being still remembered, of leaving some memento of their passage through the world, seems the predominant motive of the greater number. And is not this instinctive dread of oblivion?this general and invincible repugnance which all men entertain to the idea of a total and final death?a strong argument in proof of the immortality of the soul ? A second fact which we arrive at from a philosophic analysis of these documents, is, that when man is liberated from the artificial trammels of society, and ceases to be governed by the paltry passions of the hour, then the good and generous sentiments of his nature prevail. We To facilitate the analysis of these sentiments, we will divide them, after their nature, into three classes, at the same time observing, that this diviSlon is by no means rigorous. In the first we will arrange the sentiments of benevolence, repentance, religion, honour, tenderness, friendship, gratitude, &c., and unite them under denomination of good sentiments. In the second we will place the sentiments of reproach, resentment, vengeance, complaint, imprecation, disgust of life, materialism, irreligion, debauchery, hypocrisy, &c. &c., calling them bad sentiments. Afterwards, we will g^oup in a third class those sentiments which do not strictly and exclusively belong to either of the foregoing classes, though partaking in a greater or lesser degree the nature of both, and we will call these the mixed sentiments.
I. Goon Sentiments.
This section comprises the analysis of nineteen varieties of sentiments, ^hich may be further divided into five sub-sections. The proportion of cases in this class is 626 (474 males, 152 females).
1st Sub-section.?Farewell to relatives, friends and aquaintances, to the World, announcement of death, last will, recommendations, wishes.
To bid a last adieu to the world they are about to quit, to give some token of affection or friendship, to reveal their troubles and regrets to the persons they have known, such is the sentiment the most commonly expressed by suicides, in their writings. The The analysis of the fourth section comprises the religious sentiments. These often awaken forcibly at the approach of death, more particularly in women. In this resuscitation of devotional feeling, the idea of the One God is that which is most commonly presented to the mind; but in some, the religious sentiment goes beyond this, and induces them to solicit the prayers and ceremonies of the church in which they were brought up. We think it our duty to remark, that these documents prove the insufficiency of religious instruction among us, and show, without doubt, that the spirit is too much sacrificed to the letter.
Our fifth and last section is devoted to the sentiments expressed by the victims of seduction. The majority of these unfortunates forgive those who ruined them; but a few give way to recrimination. Our feelings are painfully affected at this review of the snares and dangers to which the weaker and gentler sex is exposed, and of which the terrible fruits are, bastardy, abortion, adultery, rape, prostitution, disgrace, and suicide.* * We trust the learned author will forward to us the conclusion of this essay in time for our next number.
